April 21, 2021 Pastor Carolyn Staats

Hello everyone! And welcome to our Wednesday Word for today, April 21, 2021. Thank you so
much for joining us today and for taking this time out of your day to focus on God and focus on
your faith.

In the midst of some heavy and challenging events lately, sometimes we just need a reminder
that the world and life itself is good. Lament and heartbreak cannot be the only parts of our
God-created existence, we must celebrate and lift up joy when we are able to as well. For many
of us, including myself, there’s no better place to find reminders of God’s goodness than outside
in the created world, celebrating the fresh air and greenery, the changing of seasons and the
grounding nature of the outdoors. And since we have Earth Day coming up this week, it seems
like the perfect time to meditate on the inherent goodness of God’s created world. God blessed
the world with goodness from its very beginning, and | pray that we all may find moments and
reminders of this holy and divine goodness on a regular basis.

So today’s devotion will be a simple but powerful reminder of creation, of God’s presence in
every place and every moment of creation. | invite you to get comfortable wherever you are,
snuggle on in, take a deep breath, close your eyes if you feel comfortable doing so, take
another deep breath of the Spirit in and out, and in this space, feeling grounded in your beloved,
created body, please hear these words of the creation story, imagine them in your mind, and
know that all God made is good.

Genesis 1:1-2:3:

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a formless void
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters
from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And
there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the
dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the
earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear
fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding
seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it
was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night;
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great
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lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17
God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and
over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19
And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above
the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every
living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of
every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was
evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals
of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the
ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle,
and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the
earth.”

27 So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over
every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, | have given you every plant
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall
have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have given every
green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2 And on the seventh day
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that
he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from
all the work that he had done in creation.

This is the word of the Lord.

And in this space of grounding, breath, and connectedness to God, please join me in prayer:
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Lord God, creator of the universe, all you have made is good, and we give you unending thanks
and praise. Give us glimpses of your goodness, we pray, even in the midst of what breaks our
hearts, and weighs us down in grief. Help us to see you, O God, in our neighbors, in the people
around us, and may we act in ways that show your goodness and your love to all people. We
ask all these things and the prayers we continue to hold in our hearts and minds in the name of
Jesus Christ, and united with the Holy Spirit, your beloved, advocating, comforting breath of life,
now and always. Amen.

Go in peace, dear friends. Enjoy this beautiful created world, and do something good to steward
the incredible gift it is, today and every day. Thanks be to God. Amen.



